* CHAPTER XIX
1st January  1831

After a stay up to the 31st I left the above mentioned Patna city early
in the morning an hour and a half after sunrise and proceeded to the great
pilgrimage centre Gaya and arrived at the banks of Punpun at ten o'clock.
There is a road laid on our way. There are clusters of hamlets and gardens
on either side. Before entering Gaya one should get clean shaved and perform
the ceremonies for one's departed elders' souls. Hence I performed the rites
accordingly. As there was no place to stay on the banks of the river we pitched
our tents in the open space nearby and completed our cooking and meals.
There are a public bungalow and a sarai (rest house) near the villages Nima
and Nadarna and we spent our nights there. There is a well in the sarai
andit is convenient to stay. The sarai is about 18 miles from the town
Though the path is good it is dusty clay land. Nima, Nadama are, no doubt
big towns. There is a market and everything is available except firewood
which is available only after a long search. After Mirzapur there is no forest
nearby and hence people in the villages are accustomed to using cowdung cakes
instead of firewood which is plentiful in bigger towns. Though Punpun river
is not wider, it is a perennial one flowing through all the year round. We
stayed at this place for the night.

2nd January 1831

It was foggy and so we started an hour after sunrise on the 2nd January
and left for a place Jana which is 18 miles away and arrived there by one
o'clock. The path was a good laid out road just as it was yesterday. This
is a moderately good town having about a 1,000 houses. Perhaps people
here weave cloth and sell. There is a big market here and a rivulet passes
by this town. There is a sarai for Indians and a bungalow for the whites on
the banks of the river just as at our previous rest place. There is a police
constable Barkhandas who looks after the comforts of the travellers and keeps
watch over the sarai and bungalows. Firewood could be procured only on
intense efforts. I stayed here for the night.

3rd January 1831

Starting at seven on the morning of January 3rd we set out for a place
16 miles away called Tala and arrived there by 2 o'clock. The route is good.
Though there are sarai and bungalows here, we could not stay there as they
were already occupied. Right from Kasi the District Magistrate of each
district was sending along with me one peon wearing a badge who was following
me up to the border of each district., with the help of such attending peon.

*Sri V. Purushotham's translation starts here.
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